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ANIO/USSR
20 February 1987

RESPONSE TO CONGRESSIONAL QUERY

The Soviet Presence in Antarctica

The Soviet presence in Antarctica has grown steadily since its inception
in 1955-56. According to reports supplied by the Soviets in compliance with
the Antarctic Treaty (which we believe to be true), during the winter of
1985-86 there were 362 winter personnel. During the 1980s the trend has been
to increase the number of year-round personnel while maintaining a stable
number of summer personnel. (See attachments for precise numbers.) These
people work at eight year-round stations and seven stations that are only open
during the summer. By comparison, this year the US had a winter presence of
about 130, and a summer presence of about 1100. We have only three year-round
stations.
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Soviet Antarctic Fresence

February 20,

Expedition
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Figure 1

Soviet Winter Antarctic Personnel
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Figure 2

Soviet Additional Summer Personnel
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Figure 3

Soviet Year—Round Antarctic Stations
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